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Registered Charity in England and Wales (No. 1086139)
https://www.britishcroatiansociety.com/

Chair:

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2022
18:30 Tuesday 20 September 2022, doors open 18:15
Conway Hall
25 Red Lion Square, London WC1R 4RL
Nicholas Jarrold

Present:

A signing in sheet will be provided at the meeting

Apologies

Nicholas Auger, Flora Turner, Peter Pejacsevich, Željka Tomljenović

Attachments

BCS Annual Report 2021.

Time:
Venue:

AGENDA
Item

Action

1.

To endorse AGMs 2020 & 2021:
Covid Regulations prohibited physical AGMs in 2020 and 2021. Both were
conducted by email assent where an opportunity was provided for
comments and objections. There being no objections by the due date the
business of both AGMs was deemed approved by Society members.
The papers for these AGMs are on the web pages.

2.

Report on the year 2021 and 2022 first half

3.

Membership Report

4.

Accounts
Appointment of Trustees and Committee Members

5.
6.

DD

AOB
The persons named below were re-appointed by email assent by the 2021 virtual AGM. New
committee members are always welcome.
Trustee Committee Members
Boris Marelić
Peter Elborn
David Davison
Robert Dolata
Flora Turner
Suzanna Dolata
Nicholas Jarrold
Tony Brand
Paul Jenc
Željka Tomljenović (based in
Zagreb)

Committee Members
Alan Wilding
Nicholas Auger
Snježana Maclean
Tihana Borovčak
Lana Ɖurđa
Joined Committee in February 2022:
Chelsea Ljutić

Page 2 of 17
British-Croatian Society
Registered Charity in England and Wales (No. 1086139)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2022
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021 AND PART 2022
The following are links to BCS policies, Rules, Memorandum and Articles of Association:




Cttee Roles, Policies & Risk Mgmt
Mem Articles & Rules
Action between Committee meetings

This report for the AGM 2022 covers 2021 and 2022 up to September.
During the Covid emergency we moved our programme on line from March 2020 and
continued with on line events and information. In November 2021 meetings resumed
cautiously with restricted numbers when permissible. Despite this membership held up and
the financial position remains good. We supported earthquake repairs in Croatia.
The 2021 AGM was cancelled at short notice following follows government announcements
extending Covid Restrictions.
The purpose of the AGM is to approve the Annual Report and Accounts, and elect the
Committee. Our AGMs for 2020 and 2021 were replaced by email assent to our Annual
Report and Accounts and Committee appointments. This AGM 2022 is our earliest practical
opportunity for a proper physical meeting of the Society.
1.

BRITISH-CROATIAN SOCIETY 2021

Peter Elborn Events organiser reports:
For all of us 2021 was another unusual year. The British-Croatian Society, like every
organisation, has had to adapt to the restrictions imposed. We reminded ourselves of the
mission statement to guide us through the difficult times:
The British-Croatian Society is an apolitical, independent registered charity whose objectives
are to foster the development of good and friendly relations between the peoples of the
United Kingdom and the Republic of Croatia and in particular to promote a better
understanding and appreciation of Croatia in Britain.
At the beginning of 2021 we held a number of meetings through zoom. The first featured
Helen Maling with the extraordinary story of her rediscovery of the journey made by her
father during the Second World War. Her father was in the RAF. When he was shot down
over Yugoslavia, he was rescued by partisans. Heather researched the journey he then made
leading to an area where RAF planes could land and take him back to the UK. In her talk
From Klanjec to Vocin. Heather described the route she had followed that had been taken
by her father and made friends with people along the way.
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Aurelia Young’s talk on zoom, More Garbage Your Ladyship, delighted us with stories from
her time as the wife of the prominent MP George Young. The title came from her time as a
councillor on Lambeth Council. During a strike by dustmen, Aurelia and her husband went
out and helped move the rubbish.
Bojan Bujić also spoke on zoom with a talk entitled Rudjer Bosković, Dinko Ranjina and a
book of poetry in the Bodleian Library in Oxford. This was a fascinating account of a book
of poetry by Dinko Ranjina, who was born and died in Dubrovnik. He travelled to Florence
where he wrote extensively in both Croatian (about 450 poems) and Italian (about 30
sonnets) including Pjesni razlike, the book in the library in Oxford that was the subject of Dr
Bujic’s talk. Surprisingly the Oxford copy of the book was also seen by Rudjer Bosković.
Exploring British-Croatian was another way of keeping the Society active during lockdown
with a collection of short videos featuring different aspects of what it means to be both
British and Croatian. The videos have been made accessible through the news section of our
website.
We returned to life events in November 2021 when Igor Pokaz, the Croatian Ambassador in
London, talked about his time so far in the UK. It was not, of course, a normal year for a
diplomat anywhere, but he believed the Croatia-UK relationship was in good health.
Although the Ambassador was pleased that British tourists started to return to Croatia in
2021, a disappointment was the continuing low level of trade between the two countries.
The launch of calendarCroatia 2022 at the embassy brought a party spirit back to our
programme of events. The calendar features 25 beautiful and varied photographs from the
many photographs submitted. The calendar, together with a wider selection of
photographs, can be seen on our website.
As usual, the British-Croatian Society promoted events taking place in the UK that would be
of interest to members of the Society and worked closely with AMAC.
2.

2022 FIRST HALF

When restrictions were lifted in February 2022 events resumed with larger numbers
present, though this was too late for an intended Social gathering to start 2022.
In March we held an interesting panel discussion about what it means to be “British
Croatian” in the context of a video presentation made in 2021. Then in May there was a
rescheduled talk about the operation of the British Council office in Zagreb from the early
1950s until modern times.
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3.

COMMITTEE
Robert Dolata Secretary reports:

We are always looking for new committee members.
Our AGM and outdoor social event booked for 24 June 2021 was cancelled at short notice
when the government road map out of Covid was extended. There followed a brief return to
physical events with reduced numbers in November and December 2021. When Omicron
arrived for Christmas, events were halted again.
As in 2020, our 2021 AGM proceeded by email exchange, with the Committee names rolled
forward. During 2021 the Committee met by Zoom in March, May and September. Our
process for urgent and important decisions to be made by the Chair in email consultation
with Committee members helped the Society’s business to continue.
Besides the events programme described by Peter Elborn, the Committee approved £500
from BCS funds towards earthquake repairs at the Zagreb Archaeological Museum plus a
wider appeal to the membership. Immediately after the earthquake BCS circulated and
encouraged, especially through social media, humanitarian aid donations to organisations
established and operating on the ground. The earthquake concert raised £1,000.
During 2022 the Committee met by Zoom in February. A physical Committee meeting
planned for May / June was deferred because of commitments. Nevertheless our events
programme continued and we allocated provisional funds for a Vesna Hardy event (£500), a
summer translation school at the University of East Anglia (£500) and a historic map print
gift to the Cultural Attaché Tomislav Vlahutin who leaves in July for a new assignment after
giving us 6 years of invaluable support from the Embassy.
4.

MEMBERSHIP

Our numbers are static, with 184 subscriptions representing 241 members. In last period 20
renewed and 11 lapsed. There is a core membership, and those who join for a year or two,
and are replaced. Membership includes couples, and family groups. There are members in
Canada.
Provisional Figures for Jan 22
Jun Jan
22 22
Number of subscriptions:
184
Number of individuals:
241
5.

Jan
21
184
244

Jan
20
180
239

Jan
19
173
224

Jan
18
125
168

Jan
17
123
165

Jan
16
114
148

Jan
15
97
128

FINANCE

Finance: £2,800 Bank, £3,500 pay pal. Our Commitments are £935.
Our subscription rates remain unchanged. Details are on the web page
The accounting year runs from 1 April to 31 March. Our accounts are registered with
Companies House, and available on the BCS web site.
3
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6.

POLICIES

Policies on: Funding Decision Making, Risk Management, Data Protection, Safeguarding
vulnerable persons and children and Decisions between Committee meetings were rolled
forward in 2021 and are available on the web pages.
7.

SAFEGUARDING

Sanja Huković replaces Stefania Grbčić who moved to Croatia as our qualified safeguarding
officer. This is a named responsibility, for protecting young and vulnerable people in contact
with the Society, to whom any concerns should be reported.
8.

COMMUNICATIONS

Our website has 18 entries under the Cultural Croatia programme of virtual events. It also
carries announcements, details for charity giving, and formal information such as reports,
our Objectives, Policies, Rules and much more.
Events are available on line. We have considered hybrid events combining live and streamed
but these require skilled input such as camera operators to present successfully.
Social media – Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram reaches over 2,400 followers with
announcements about our events and matters of interest to Croatians. It proved especially
important for immediate information about the Earthquake in December 2020 including
details for donations.
9.

PATRONS

Robin Harris, Andrija Kojaković, Sir John Ramsden, Sir Nicholas and Lady Jackson.
10.

TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE

New committee members are always welcome.
Trustee Committee Members
Boris Marelić
Peter Elborn
David Davison
Robert Dolata
Flora Turner
Suzanna Dolata
Nicholas Jarrold Tony Brand
Paul Jenc
Željka Tomljenović
(based in Zagreb)

Committee Members
Alan Wilding
Nicholas Auger
Snježana Maclean
Tihana Borovčak
Lana Ɖurđa
Joining the Committee in February
2022:
Chelsea Ljutić
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11.

CONCLUSION

The Committee is pleased to report that the Society maintained a presence during the
pandemic, though mainly on line. Our charitable activities continued through donations for
earthquake relief, and cultural support
Now Coronavirus has abated we are returning to a physical programme of events. The
committee watches the health situation and will call on our professional epidemiological
contact for advice as we did in March 2020.
As we move into the second half of 2022 we cannot predict yet the impact of Inflation on
our activities. It is a new challenge and we will need to consider how we retain and grow our
membership, run attractive events while providing value for money as costs increase.
As always we welcome new members to the British Croatian Society, and volunteers to the
committee. Information about roles and committee activities is on the web site. Our events
are mainly free of charge to those attending, so please come along, introduce yourself, and
find out more about the Society.
For further information, please go to: www.britishcroatiansociety.com
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The British-Croatian Society
Registered number:
03303497
Directors' Report
The directors present their report and accounts for the year ended 31 March 2021.

Principal activities
The company's principal activity during the year continued to be the cultural exchange between
Britain and Croatia.
Directors
The following persons served as directors during the year:

David Davison
Flora Turner
Paul Jenc
Zeljka Tomljenovic
Boris Marelic
Tony Brand
Peter Elborn
Suzanna Dolata
Robert Dolata
Nicholas Jarrold
Directors' responsibilities
The directors are responsible for preparing the report and accounts in accordance with applicable
law and regulations.

Company law requires the directors to prepare accounts for each financial year. Under that law the
directors have elected to prepare the accounts in accordance with United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law). Under
company law the directors must not approve the accounts unless they are satisfied that they give a
true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the profit or loss of the company for
that period. In preparing these accounts, the directors are required to:
● select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
● make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
● prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the

company will continue in business.
The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show
and explain the company's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the
financial position of the company and enable them to ensure that the accounts comply with the
Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Disclosure of information to auditors
Each person who was a director at the time this report was approved confirms that:
● so far as he is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the company's auditor is

unaware; and
● he has taken all the steps that he ought to have taken as a director in order to make himself

aware of any relevant audit information and to establish that the company's auditor is aware of
that information.
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The British-Croatian Society
Registered number:
03303497
Directors' Report
Small company provisions
This report has been prepared in accordance with the provisions in Part 15 of the Companies Act
2006 applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime.
This report was approved by the board on 15 January 2021 and signed on its behalf.

Dr D Davison
Director
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The British-Croatian Society
Profit and Loss Account
for the year ended 31 March 2021

Turnover
Cost of sales
Gross profit

2021
£

2020
£

3,970

11,144

(3,813)

(9,225)

157

1,919

Administrative expenses

(906)

Operating (loss)/profit

(749)

1,070

(Loss)/profit before taxation

(749)

1,070

Tax on (loss)/profit

-

(Loss)/profit for the financial year

(749)

3

(849)

-

1,070
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The British-Croatian Society
Registered number:
Balance Sheet
as at 31 March 2021

03303497

Notes

2021
£

2020
£

3

260

389

Fixed assets
Tangible assets
Current assets
Cash at bank and in hand
Creditors: amounts falling due
within one year

5,334

4

5,954

(390)

(390)

Net current assets

4,944

5,564

Net assets

5,204

5,953

Capital and reserves
Profit and loss account

5,204

5,953

Shareholders' funds

5,204

5,953

The directors are satisfied that the company is entitled to exemption from the requirement to obtain
an audit under section 477 of the Companies Act 2006.
The members have not required the company to obtain an audit in accordance with section 476 of
the Act.
The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the
Companies Act 2006 with respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts.
The accounts have been prepared and delivered in accordance with the special provisions
applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime. The profit and loss account has
not been delivered to the Registrar of Companies.

Dr D Davison
Director
Approved by the board on 15 January 2021
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The British-Croatian Society
Statement of Changes in Equity
for the year ended 31 March 2021

At 1 April 2019

Share
capital

Share
premium

£

£

-

-

Revaluation
reserve
£
-

Profit for the financial year

Profit
and loss
account
£

Total

£

4,883

4,883

1,070

1,070

At 31 March 2020

-

-

-

5,953

5,953

At 1 April 2020

-

-

-

5,953

5,953

Loss for the financial year

At 31 March 2021

(749)

-

5

-

-

5,204

(749)

5,204
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The British-Croatian Society
Notes to the Accounts
for the year ended 31 March 2021
1

Accounting policies
Basis of preparation
The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with
FRS 102, The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (as
applied to small entities by section 1A of the standard).
Turnover
Turnover is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable, net of
discounts and value added taxes. Turnover includes revenue earned from the sale of goods and
from the rendering of services. Turnover from the sale of goods is recognised when the
significant risks and rewards of ownership of the goods have transferred to the buyer. Turnover
from the rendering of services is recognised by reference to the stage of completion of the
contract. The stage of completion of a contract is measured by comparing the costs incurred for
work performed to date to the total estimated contract costs.
Tangible fixed assets
Tangible fixed assets are measured at cost less accumulative depreciation and any accumulative
impairment losses. Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets, other than freehold land,
at rates calculated to write off the cost, less estimated residual value, of each asset evenly over
its expected useful life, as follows:
Freehold buildings
Leasehold land and buildings
Plant and machinery
Fixtures, fittings, tools and equipment

over 50 years
over the lease term
over 5 years
over 5 years

Debtors
Short term debtors are measured at transaction price (which is usually the invoice price), less any
impairment losses for bad and doubtful debts. Loans and other financial assets are initially
recognised at transaction price including any transaction costs and subsequently measured at
amortised cost determined using the effective interest method, less any impairment losses for
bad and doubtful debts.
Creditors
Short term creditors are measured at transaction price (which is usually the invoice price). Loans
and other financial liabilities are initially recognised at transaction price net of any transaction
costs and subsequently measured at amortised cost determined using the effective interest
method.
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The British-Croatian Society
Notes to the Accounts
for the year ended 31 March 2021
Taxation
A current tax liability is recognised for the tax payable on the taxable profit of the current and past
periods. A current tax asset is recognised in respect of a tax loss that can be carried back to
recover tax paid in a previous period. Deferred tax is recognised in respect of all timing
differences between the recognition of income and expenses in the financial statements and their
inclusion in tax assessments. Unrelieved tax losses and other deferred tax assets are recognised
only to the extent that it is probable that they will be recovered against the reversal of deferred tax
liabilities or other future taxable profits. Deferred tax is measured using the tax rates and laws
that have been enacted or substantively enacted by the reporting date and that are expected to
apply to the reversal of the timing difference, except for revalued land and investment property
where the tax rate that applies to the sale of the asset is used. Current and deferred tax assets
and liabilities are not discounted.
Provisions
Provisions (ie liabilities of uncertain timing or amount) are recognised when there is an obligation
at the reporting date as a result of a past event, it is probable that economic benefit will be
transferred to settle the obligation and the amount of the obligation can be estimated reliably.

2

Employees

2021
Number

Average number of persons employed by the company

3

10

2020
Number
10

Tangible fixed assets
Plant and
machinery
etc
£

4

Cost
At 1 April 2020

647

At 31 March 2021

647

Depreciation
At 1 April 2020
Charge for the year

258
129

At 31 March 2021

387

Net book value
At 31 March 2021

260

At 31 March 2020

389

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Other creditors

7

2021
£

2020
£

390

390
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The British-Croatian Society
Notes to the Accounts
for the year ended 31 March 2021
5

Other information

The British-Croatian Society is a private company limited by shares and incorporated in England.
Its registered office is:
Suite H The Old Dutch Barn
Westend Offices
Stonehouse
Glos.
GL10 3GE
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The British-Croatian Society
Detailed profit and loss account
for the year ended 31 March 2021
This schedule does not form part of the statutory accounts

Sales
Cost of sales
Gross profit

2021
£

2020
£

3,970

11,144

(3,813)

(9,225)

157

1,919

Administrative expenses

(906)

Operating (loss)/profit

(749)

1,070

(Loss)/profit before tax

(749)

1,070

9

(849)
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The British-Croatian Society
Detailed profit and loss account
for the year ended 31 March 2021
This schedule does not form part of the statutory accounts
2021
£

2020
£

Sales
Sales

3,970

11,144

Cost of sales
Purchases
Other direct costs

2,663
1,150

9,225
-

3,813

9,225

15
129
258
402

31
129
185
345

504
504

504
504

906

849

Administrative expenses
General administrative expenses:
Bank charges
Depreciation
Sundry expenses
Legal and professional costs:
Accountancy fees
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